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Iris with grearf pleasure that I welcome you on Mega Maldives
Airlines. | am delighted to infroduce our new onboard magazine
exclusively for MEGA Maldives passengers. This new publicafion,
fIyMEGA, gives you a fasfe of the beaury and luxury of fhe Maldives
and complements our existing on-board services and MEGA Sky-
Shop — our new duly free sales service. We are always looking for
ways o enhance our services and make your frip more inferesting.
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flyMEGA's infroduction is part of our airline’s enhancement fo our
in-flight program. We launched the magazine in recognition of the
huge success of our exisfing onboard enterfainment and activi-
fies such as our MEGA Pad enferfainment devices (available on
selected flights), “Honeymoon-in-the-Sky” and “Kiddie Flight Al-
fendant Program.” We have incorporated extensive leisure-oriented
coverage fhat reflects on the diverse and wonderful experience
that is a frip fo the Maldives. Whether you are firsf fime traveller or

a regular visitor fo this island paradise, we hope flyMEGA will give
you new insights and impressions as well as useful information for
your Irip.
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The Maldives is entering a new era of prosperity and investment into
fhe couniry is at an all fime high. The modemized Nafional Museum
and newly renovafed marker sites on the coasfal areas of Male' are
indicative of the increasing numbers of visitors fo the capifal. To help
you keep up with the ever-changing face of the Maldives, we have
included a number of seclions and arficles for your enjoymen,
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Iris my hope that you will find flYMEGA entertaining while you're
onboard and useful for your sfay in the Maldives. | look forward fo a
long and prosperous relationship with you over the years fo come.
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Sincerely, WK,

George Weinmann
CEO
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Resort & Spa Resort & Spa Resort & Spa

Villa Hotels & Resorts, Villa Building, lbrahim Hassandidi Magu, Male’, Maldives.
@ +9603316161 @ +9603314565 @ info@villahotels.com.mv

www.villahotels.com
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Assalaam Alaikum, Peace be upon you

Welcome fo the first edition of lyMEGA, inflight fravel magazine
of MEGA Maldives Airlines. A publication exclusively for the
fravellers of the airline fo provide you with interesfing information
about the Maldives.

With the beginning of MEGA Maldives Airlines, direct flighfs
between China & Maldives started for the first fime. The Maldives
has seen a great increase in Chinese ravellers for the lasf few
years and currently we welcome more Chinese than any other
nationalify fo our counfry. In the future, we hope fo welcome
more fravellers from China as throughout history Maldivians
have had a special place in our hearts for China, who have
helped dearly in our couniry’'s development.

In Maldives, each experience in unique. Whether you are visiting
fhe Maldives for your honeymoon on a secluded island, family
vacation with your loved ones, scuba diving in our unfouched
coral reefs, surfing up some endless waves or just fo lay down
on the beach and simply relax, each minute of each day would
not be the same.

| hope you find the confent on the magazine informative and

useful. Hope you have a pleasant sfay in our couniry and hope
fo see you back in Maldives soon.

@ShafrazHafiz
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PUBLICATION OF. PUBLISHED BY.

Mega Global Air Services (Maldives) Pvt. Ird. Squid Media Pvt. Ltd.

sth Floor,H Sakeena Manzil MF Building «/FL)

Medhuziyaarai Magu, Chaandhanee Magu

Male® 10127, Maldives Male', Republic of Maldives.
L infoemegamaldivesair.com L studioesquidmedianet

& megamaldivesaircom B squidmedia net

aflyMEGA @SquidMediaGroup
B3 AyMEGA MEGA B3 /SquidMediaGroup MED| A
Maldives Airlines

SQUID MEDIA TAKES CARE TO ENSURE THAT ALL FACTS PUBLISHED HEREIN ARE CORRECT.IN THE
EVENT OF ANY INACCURACY PLEASE CONTACT THE EDITOR AT SHAFRAZ@SQUIDMEDIANET
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Eriyadu Island Resort
Holiday Inn Resort -

~ Kandooma Maldives
Kurumba Maldives

= M/S Atoll Explorer
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SHOW YOUR FRIENDS YOUR FANTASTIC DIVE EXPERIENCE!
WWW.euro-tivers.com
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YOUR PERFECT ESCAPE

Designed for pure relaxation with
its sun kissed powdery beaches,
crystal clear waters and mesmerizing
underwater life, these perfectly located
retreats are a ftrue escapist dream.

Riding with the dolphins, alfresco dining
by the beach or indulging your senses
at the spa, discover Maldives at your
own pace. When you stay with us, our
promise to deliver an affordable luxury
holiday stays true.

)
)
SUN HOTELS Nl .
% RESORTS S Vi Ry
www.sunhotelsandresorts.com www.olhuvelimaldives.com www.vilureefmaldives.com

H Maley-thila, Meheli Goalhi, Male’, Rep. of Maldives, Tel: (960) 3325977, Fax: (960) 3318273, E: info@sunhotelsandresorts.com, W: www.sunhotelsandresorts.com



Delvering (] Fereonalized Jravel Consultancy

* Resort Reservations * Airline Ground Handling
* Honeymoon * Safari Operation
e Diving Holidays * Local Representation

e Surfing Holidays

SUN TRAVELS &\G:F/OURS PVT. LTD.

H.Maley-thila, Meheli Goalhi, Male’, Rep. of Maldives, Tel: (960) 3325977, Fax: (960) 3318273, E: info@sunholidays.com, W: www.sunholidays.com
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VENTURE

LEAVE THE LAND BEHIND

Chandhani Magu: Henveiru, Malé 20156, Republic of Maldives, PO Box: 2130,
@ Golden Jet Trade Pte Ltd ‘ Tel: +960-334 3811, Fax: +960-334 3812, Email: Info@goldenjet.com.my,



MEGA Maldives Airlines starfed with a vision o connect the
Maldives and the region with new and growing markef opportu-
nities around the world. Solutions for difficult fto maftch schedules,
non-sfop poini-fo-point service, the first direct day-time arrivals
from Asia, and affordable safe air fravel are the hallmarks of

our company's development in the first year of our operation.
IFis with grear pleasure, humbleness and confeniment thaf we
reconfirm that since the beginning of the company's opera-
fions there has never been a case of a broken coniract and the

company's good reputation has been affracling reliable parmers P"_,_-a-"‘:' -

and devofed customers. In fact, we operate with year-round
load factors above 90% with a very limifed disfribution nefwork.

thymeGcA %
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We are also the first airline fo fully recognize the challeng-
es faced by fravel agencies and fravelers when planning
an expensive frip fo the Maldives and fo incorporate o
fravel insurance package with our fickefs specially de-
signed fo protect passengers to the Maldives against un
foreseen delays, ilinesses, or other problems that could
arise. Our fravel insurance is included free of charge
with certain fickefs and includes a payout high enough to
cover a missed night af even some of the more expen-
sive resorts. Unlike other insurance opfions on the markef
which appear to promise good coverage, bur actually re-
quire passengers fo be delayed up fo five or even seven
days fo qualify for fhe full payment, our insurance goes fo
fhe maximum payment amount within 25-30 hours. I also
includes coverage for medical emergencies, repatriafion,
lost luggage, and other important matters. And we, and
your fravel agent, handle all of if for you — no need to deal
with any enrollment applications or any third parties.

As the aviation indusiry flourishes in Asia, so does the de-
mand for qualified fechnical staff, cabin crew, and pilofs.
MEGA Maldives recruifs fo a very high standard. Nearly
all of our pilofs are from the U.S., Canada, or Europe,
and the average experience of our captains is around

13,500 hours (that's over 1.5 years of actual fime af the

conirols of a plane!). Our co-pilots have a very impres-
sive average of over 4,000 flight hours themselves. For
your comfort and worry-free fravel experience, our aircraft
are maintained by a highly skilled fechnical operations
feam with prior experience at Cathay Pacific, Singapore
Alirlines, Emirates and other leading airlines. They are
supported by maintenance facilifies in China such as
AMECO and GAMECO (the mainfenance companies of
Air China and China Southern respectively) and Boeing
Shanghai —fthe only maintenance company in the world
directly owned and operafed by Boeing ifself. One of our
greatest assefs, our cabin crew members, are frained by
infernafionally certified professionals af our own facilifies
fo give some of fhe finesf service in the skies. With over 90
cabin crew members we are proud that more that 60%
are local Maldivians and the rest are from 7 different na-
fionaliies around Asia and Europe making our workforce
fruly multi-cultural. Our well-tfrained feam’s vision and
defermination fo bring back the golden age of aviafion for
your special frip is the secret for our excellence.

In addition fo connecling you fo your preferred deslina-
fions non-stop and faster, our aircraff offers befter seafing
configuration than most other big wide-body aircraff, Did




you know thar 85% of seafs on our Boeing 767's are
either window or aisle? That's a 40% fewer middle seafs
than on competing A330s or 777 aircraff, We also have

a large premium economy section we call Style Class
with ifs own sef of special services and more leg room
on most flights. Also, the Boeing 767 is one of the mosf
reliable aircrafft in the world with over 7.7 million flights and
millions of passengers carried each year. It is also impor-
fanf fo note that the 767 family beafs indusiry sfandards

flymMEGA %

MEGA Maldives Airlines is the

to start direct flights
between Maldives & China

in all categories of emissions making it one of the mosf
environmentally friendly aircraff of ifs size. Our fleef is also
growing, with the planned addifion of another aircraff this
summer and more next year.

Since the start of our company in February 2010 MEGA
Maldives Airlines has been part of the national agenda
of creating more high quality, professional jobs in the
Maldives,. With approximately 200 sfaff, we are one of
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fhe fasfest growing companies in fhe counfry. We are proud
fhat we've been able fo hire and frain a number of local
pilots who have upgraded fo the Boeing 767 aircraft and we
expect fo increase tis number in the years fo follow (fo be-
come an enfry level pilof on a 767 first requires years of prior
experience in smaller aircraft, plus specialized fype fraining).
Social responsibility also is important for us. Our services
have conltributed to new economic growth opportunities
beyond passenger and fourism fraffic. Our non-sfop capifal-
fo-capital scheduled route from Beijing to the Maldives and
our popular roufe fo the frade capital of Hong Kong has
invigorated bilateral frade for both Maldivian and Chinese
enfrepreneurs alike seeking new business opportunities and
will confribute fo the already close diplomatic relationship
befween fhe two counfries. Furthermore, during the Maldives
poliical crisis in early February 2012, we were the only
airline fo mainfain our schedule withour inferruption when all
other airlines from China stopped operations. We sponsored
our third special frade delegation fo China in June 2012,
opening new opportunities for frade directly with China. We
also hold periodic communify service evenfs where we
conlribute fo cleaning up our public spaces. For all of us,
whether Maldivian or foreign, we are investing in our furure
here in the Maldives.

Whether you're just beginning your frip fo one of fhe world’s
mostimpressive and dreamed abour desfinations, refurning
home from a shopping Irip abroad, or still dreaming abou
last night's sunset as you jet your way home, you can
expect a 5-Sfar experience all the way with MEGA Maldives.
Iris our valued guests, who has made all our achievements
possible and we would like fo thank you for your support
and enthusiasm for our non-stop flights and the fast growth
of our airline, Our company is dedicated fo listen fo the
voices of our customers and therefore your feedback is ex-
fremely valuable fo us. On behalf of all employees of MEGA
Maldives we thank you again for your pafronage. Please fell
a friend and we hope fo see you back with us again soon.

Enjoy flying MEGA Maldives Airlines!




' €OCOCOLLECTION

Introducing the Club Coco Palm. A private sanctuary of luxury and indulgence.
Set apart from the rest of the island, the 24 ultra luxurious Club Coco Palm Villas
form their own private cluster for total privacy. A truly carefree experience with your
personal butler to attend to your needs during your stay.

#04-01 STO Trade Centre, PO BOX: 2145, Orchid Magu, Male’ 20-188,Maldives
T:+960 3345555 F:+ 960 334 66 66, E : reservations@cococollection.com.mv
GDS Codes : Amadeus LX MLECPR | Galileo LX 16071 | Sabre LX 16795

Www.cocopalm.com
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SUNSAND&BEACH

This article was first published

- - -

By : Ahmed Hafiz

A counfry of more sea than land, where fhe men are sons of the
sea and the women, daughters of the waves. An appropriate
definition of Maldives and its inhabitants. Its people depending on
marine fisheries and tourism for their livelihood and thus reliant on
their natural surroundings ... marine life and the marine
environment.

Tourism in the Maldives is based on an image. An image of
palm-fringed coral islands and clear blue waters ... an unspoilt
paradise away from the husfle and bustle of the busy world.

Sun, sand and sea form the frame of this unspoilr paradise. And
such is the natural beauty of the Maldives that if is relatively easy fo
ensure thar visifors do experience this ‘paradise’. Bur any shortfall
in deliveries of the elements of this frame will surely reduce the
appeal of the product. Therefore the environment needs fo be pre-
served fo provide visitors with the experience they are yearning for.
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Today ifis important thar we, e sfakeholders, find ways of reducing
possible threafs fo these elements and mainfaining a healthy natural
environment, in order fo achieve our goals and sustain them for fhe
future.

One of the environmental issues that need to be considered and
faken care of is beach erosion. This is one of the concems of the four-
ist resort operators. If neglected, the beaches may conlinue o erode
which is bad news for resort operafors and for the economy of the
counfry as a whole.

In order fo overcome the effects of beach erosion, continuous monitor-
ing of beaches is essential. Each island and beach is confrolled by
slightly different factors and behaves in slightly different ways. To
begin fo understand the processes causing beach erosion, and o
be able fo affend fo these issues effectively there is a need fo obtain
background information.

Al the most basic level, it is important fo know whefher a parficular
sand movement is usual or unusual. In order fo understand fhis it is
necessary fo monitor beach lives.

The fourism sector in general, and resort operators in particular,
should pave the way fo esfablish moniforing programs in order fo un-
dersfand the changing shore lives of islands. They should plan a vifal
role in managing fheir shore lives by mapping its beach movements
in each monsoon.

Photo : Above (Mobamed Shafraz Naeem)

In ofher words, the monsoons' effects on the movement of
sand within the lagoon and around the shores of the coral
islands need fo be monifored on a regular basis.

As a start, it would also be useful to have regular photographic
records of beach movements from the beach itself and from
the air. This exercise will prove useful and will guide fufure
acfions fhaf would help fo manage and susfain our lovely
beaches from being washed away by the breaking waves.

In Maldives both inhabifed islands and uninhabited islands
show signs of beach erosion. Many of these islands go
fhrough natural cycles of beach erosion and development
associafed with the monsoons and occasional sform evenrs.
Therefore it is very important fo recognize natural movemens,
and act only fo minimize excessive beach erosion. Such miti-
gation should be faken with proper knowledge and research
observations. IFis cerfainly important nof fo over-react fo beach
erosion by building groynes or seawalls, bur fo find ways fo
accommodate the nafural movement of sand.

There are vituous ways in which beaches can be protected
from erosion. Amongst them the best way is beach nourish-
ment. This is moving sand from a ‘safer spof’ fo eroded areas.
Sand can be fransported wef through pipes using pumps

23
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orin dry forms in bags. Pumping wef sand is the mos effective
way for fransporting large quantities of sand. The quantity of sand
needed fo nourish an eroded beach depends on the area eroded.
Itis believed thaf roughly 5m3 of the sand will be required for every
meler of shoreline eroded. However conlinuous monitoring of

the changes that fake place af the beach is vital for a successful
program.

In cases where this mefhod does not work posifively, the prevail-
ing condition may not be right and the mefhod and the sand used
need fo reviewed. Even if does work, if should nof be furned info a
lond creafing exercise.

Since the basic shape of a shoreline is confrolled by relafively
strong forces, adding more sand than required will require more
and more effort fo susfain a new shoreline. If continued, this may
end up with the consfrucfion of high-cost breakwaters or sea walls
fo mainfain the sand, probably with lile real success.

Before inifiafing any beach nourishment programs, careful planning
and designing of the project is necessary. The ways and means
of fransporting sand fo the eroded shores should be carefully han-
dled. Make sure they come from a ‘safe spof’.

The best fype of sand for beach nourishment is thar which has

fhe same sfructure and composition as the eroded beach sand.
However, if is nof always safe o use sand from elsewhere on the
beach as this may worsen the problem. So It is always better fo
fap sand from areas where there is no inferaction with the island or
shore under nourishmen.
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“There are
virtuous ways

in which beaches
can be protected
from erosion.”
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Sand as far away as possible from the eroded area of the beach
could be fransported. The more sand fhat is required, the further
away should i be sourced. This is o avoid any slipping of fhe
sand from the already eroded beach.

Tourism in the Maldives experiences a close and harmonious
association with the natural environment. Maldives, renowned as
one of the top fourist destinations for divers, snorkellers and sun-
bathers, need fo confinue serving as an environmentally friendly
desfination, since e islands and the associated reefs are very
sensltive fo environment misuse.
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Photo : Left (Mobamed Shafraz Naeem) , Top (Island Hideaway at Dhonakulhi)

25



w02 pIsopIpus|ds@olul | oo nIsopIpUS|ds



SPLENDID

asila



LETS GO MALDIVES

Largest inbound Tour Operator
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INTERVIEWWITHTHECEO

Mega Maldives is relatively a newcomer in the Maldivian
aviation industry. What made you consider starting an
airline operation here?

When we first came o the Maldives, we had this idea for an airline.
We thought it would be a niche markel. We hoped fo sfarf a suc-
cessful venture in the region by starting off small with a couple of
planes fo concenirare on the Chinese markef. We assumed e rest
of the world would be served by other airlines. However, with fime
we knew there were numerous opportunities including, unfapped
marketls that were not served by ofher airlines and counfries that
were underserved or under-sfimulafed. We seized the opporfunity fo
broaden our vision and discovered there's a lof more we can do for
fhe airline indusfry in the Maldives and the region.

Do you plan to further increase the number of flights to
China?

In the light of our success in the Chinese markef, hopefully by the
end of this year from May o June onwards we're going fo be
operafing 30-34 flights per month fo China, in addifion fo all previous
Chinese flights; we hope o do the same in ofther Asian markets fthat
have sfrong ftourist fraffic.

Currently Mega Maldives is operating only to China. Do
you plan to expand your operations to other countries?

We see a lof of opportunity in providing flight services fo markers hat
previously was not given the right attention. As such, in addifion fo
China, we are now working on opporfunifies fo expand our services
fo South Korea and Japan. | am confident that these fwo markefs will
prove fo be profifable markets for the Maldivian industry.

Similarly, we are also looking af India in our markef expansion
plans. Even though India’s average income is fairly low compared
fo China, it's population and the close proximity fo us makes this a
market with great potential that we are keen o pursue

We are exploring opportunifies fo fly fo Australia, South Africa and
Middle East in the near future. Our expectation is for the Maldives fo
grow as a premium Indian Ocean destination and fo accomplish in
5 fo 10 years that which the Maldives had achieved in 30 years.

Do you believe there is potential for Korean and Japanese
market?

We have the opporfunity fo dramatically expand our services

fo South Korea and Japan. When we look af these South Asian
markefs, there are approximately 1.5 million fravelers o Hawaii
every year from each of these deslinations, which franslafes o 5
wide-body aircrafts daily between these couniries. There are similar
numbers in the Korean markers fo Hawaii and other island deslina-
fions. There is vast pofential for growth, whether it may be season
charter flights or weekly flights, between these counfries and we are
excifed fo explore these oplions with our customers in South Asia.
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Do you think the Koreans and Japanese would prefer the
Maldives compared to other premium destinations?

| certainly think if's possible fo get abour 10% of what Hawaii gefs.
Hawaii is jusf as far away from Korea as Maldives. | believe if will
make a significant difference if we gradually increase our flights as
planned.

With your success in Asia, do you plan to expand your
services to Europe?

We do believe there are opportunilies o open up in more markefs
in Russian cifies other fhan Moscow as well as cifies in Europe fo
develop addifional non-stop flights fo Maldives.

Maldives is becoming a well-known travel destination.
What makes the Maldives different?

The Maldives is a very exclusive, private and customized destina-
fion. | think it doesn't matter if you are sfaying at the most exclusive
resort or an affordable property; you can sfill have a unique experi-
ence in the Maldives. We like to say, “Find your island, find your
paradise.” Because different people come fo experience different
things, here they can have their own unigue experience by finding
what suits fo their liking. As we know the oufsfanding geographic
advantage of Maldives.

The locafion is not much further away from China and now ofher
famous desfinations like Bali. Maldives has an exclusive and a
unique image.

What's challenging for the Maldives is fo preserve thaf exclusivily
and high-end image. | think with the development of the new airport
and the fact thar each island is a resort; we can continue o preserve
fhe exclusive image of Maldives.

What are the advantages of choosing Mega Maldives over
other airlines?

One of our advanfages of being a desfination carrier is thaf we can
design flight schedules that will be difficult for ofher carriers fo
operate while i is relafively very easy for us. This allows us fo open
up new markefs more easily, whereas it will be logistically

inefficient for other carriers fo operafe and serve these markers.

We undersfand the unique product fhat is “Maldives” and we are
happy (o bring this o our passengers on board our aircraff. MEGA
Maldives Airlines success lies in our close cooperation with our cus-
fomers in each of our clies as well as the industry in the Maldives.
We are able fo bring the Maldivian hospitality on board our aircraft
so fhaf the passenger's Maldives holiday does nof have fo starf af
fhe poini you arrive in the Maldives, buf rather ar the fime you board
our aircraft.
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Nof quite a lof of people can say that they celebrated their coun-
fry’s National Day undermeath fhe water. Bur we can, because fhis
year we did.

Tradifionally in the Maldives, the National day is marked with @ lof
of ceremonial events and one of the biggest evenrs the people
enjoy with their kids is wafching fhe marching bands early in the
evening, walking across e island playing their funes. However
this year, a group of people wanted fo do something unigue.

Organisational feam heoded IJL Ium Al\u (former bodubtu\dmg
champio

onal hourpumeJ o our \oco fion. The deb\gno ed IOL,Cn,m for

this dive was “Hafsaa Thila", selected for ifs shallowness, sandy

boffom as well as for the weak currents af the time. While some
were busy gefting their gear ready some of us were busy enjoying
some food or jusf having a chat. One ofher thing thar really excited
me was fhaf thhe group of people included in the dive were very
diverse. Male and female, young & old, Father & kids, newbies &
highly rienced instructors, sfudents fo docfors, they were all

However small this event wmight
have been, it was the fond
mewories that would be cherished
in the hearts of all of us...

As Shalf & mysell got the underwater video & photography equip-
menf ready, fhere was a TV crew from the local TV channel,

MNBC ONE (currenfly TVM) onboard our vessel documenting the
whole event. The presenter was acfually going fo be part of the dive
feam & they were going fo air this event on TV later that evening as
part of the National Day broadcas.

Now it was fime for all the planning fo fake acfion. Slowly one by
one we jJumped info the blue and sfarted descending slowly fo our
designated area at the bottom. While one group set the banner



fo fhe sandy boffom, the ofhers were slowly posifioning themselves
for fhe phofographs. There was a moment of silence for the national
anthem, ceremonial of course. However choreographed everything
might have been, it was never going fo be easy fo do it underwater
especially with so many people around and everything was decided
while everyone was down fhere. Also the more sponfaneous event
became, the more fun if was.

We moved through the ocean waving the national flags seamlessly

in the water. Affer roaming through the water for abour 45 minufes it
was fime fo go up. Ifwas a spectacle to wafch when everyone came
up af the same fime and floated on the water waving fhe national flag
until each one was picked up by the diving boat. The passing by dive
poats with guestfs from nearby resorts & safaris seemed fo enjoy this.

This might not have been a really big event, but it was something
unigue and enjoyable fo all the people who participated in it. However
small this event might have been, if was the fond memories that would
e cherished in the hearts of all of us for a long long fime.

All Photos by : Mobamed Shafraz Naeem
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CELEBRATING
NATIONAL DAY

UNDERWATER

By : Mohamed Shafraz Hafiz

National Day

The national day of Maldives is marked
on the first day of the third lunar month of
‘Rabeeu Awwal’ . It was on this day in 1573 that
our greatest national hero, Mohamed Thakuru-
faanu liberated the country from the Portuguese
occupation that had ruled since 1558. After
several  unsuccessful  attempts by  the
Portuguese, they were helped by the deposed King
Hassan IX who afterwards went into self-exile
to Goa. King Andrea Andreas ruled the country
for 15 years and 6 months. Mohamed Thaku-
rufaanu who comes from the island of Utheemu,
attacked the Portuguese at dawn, killing King
Andrea Andreas and his garrison. Mohamed
Thakurufaanu later ascended the throne and ruled
the country for 12 years. He was also known as
Sultan Mohamed Thakurufaanul Auzam who we
still regard as our greatest national hero.
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a timeless escape

Forget everything & feel nothing.
Experience absolute isolation & the feeling of immortality.
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Eriyadu Island Resort- =
North Male" Atoll :
Republic of Maldives:
Tel: (960) 6444487 —
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From the 16th of April, a markefing four organ-
ized by MEGA Maldives Airlines in collabora-
fion with MMPRC, Hotelies, Travel Agents &
Liveaboards were held in all major Chinese
cifies. This included Beijing, Chengdu,
Shenzhen, Hangzhou, and Shanghai

The main aim of this tour was fo build confi-
dence on Maldives as a fravel desfination as
well as a place of invesiment opportunifies.

Since the beginning of direct flights from Major
Chinese cifies direcfly fo Maldives, MEGA
Maldives Airlines have been working exireme-
ly hard fo educate the Chinese markef on the
desfination.

Photo :Top (sponsor group photo, ERFHER ),
Left (Maldives Marketing tour Chengdu
station, SR KR KRS B LETL)
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MALDIVESMARKETINGTOURCHINA2012

Photo :Right(Presentation by MEGA Maldives
Airlines CEO and Marketing Director, {£fi=CEO
SthinREsER ),

Middle (Minister of Maldives tourism exchange gift
with China tourism industry constituents, 3 REK
R ERERC 5 s E AR R R 34U ),

Bottom(Presentation by Maldives Tourism industry
constituents, BIRRKIKFLENTRRELES )
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This article was first published on Maldives Finder 2011 -

WHALEGDHOLPHIN

Dr. Charles Anderson

Maldives is well known for ifs stunningly beautiful fropical islands
and ifs superb diving. But it is also developing a reputation for
world-class whale and dolphin watching.

In the excitement of the moment, Mike had gof a bif carried away,
bur his message was clear. Just half a mile away a big blue whale
had surfaced, sending a great column of spray nearly 10m up
info the air. | signalled fo the helmsman, who changed course (o
run parallel with the grear beast. If blew again, just in fronf of us,
before furning fo pass back down one side of our boat giving us all
spectacular views as if slipped by.

The islands of the Maldives are justly famous as a fropical holiday
and diving desfination. The islands really are just as beaufiful as
fhe holiday brochures promise. Buf whales? Well yes, there are
whales, and dolphins, dolphins, dolphins!

Biggest of them all are the blue whales, growing fo 25 mefres long.
Blues are regular visitors fo the Maldives, and the exciferment of
seeing them in the flesh is unforgeffable. Then there are Bryde's
whales, smaller cousins of the blue, but still reaching 15 mefres in
length. The third member of the Maldivian ‘Big Three' is the sperm
whale. *Yankee" whalers sailed all the way from the Unifed Stafes fo

HIRAR AR AR ARG /NS AN B K R [ 440 B0
&, SO IE N BG5S K TR,

ZTHEMSALEIETR K, AR REE TR, MAeRE
BRATEEmA, —KERRBESRTE HgH, RS — Bl
TAREEE. B ERETUREMNE, EMELE RS
JRFFIK. FEFRATRTTT OB — Xt S5 43R T 32
BHINTT, ZATAVS - EErHRS K.

SRR/ N VE i B AIEOK H e, BB 2 A R A% o
AR T LA AR St X Bt AR £
Y, XA MK B, EATTEEREK)

EHCATE 25K Y HE SR e T R Ao SRR ILENYE 4R A 1Yy
BRI AT TIME RS AR S /RIKRER TR IS, 1A




WHALEANDDOLPHINPARADISE

hunt sperm whales around the Maldives in the 185@s, and they
are slill found here in numbers foday. This is also the species
fhar washes up on reefs most frequently (having died of nafural
causes), and many resorts now house impressive sperm whale
skulls.

Bur while these great whales certainly do occur, somefimes in
large numbers, sighfings can be sporadic or seasonal. What
makes the Maldives so special is nof the occurrence of one

or fwo large species, but the asfonishing diversity of smaller
species, many of which are confined fo the fropics and are only
rarely seen elsewhere.

Of all the species living in Maldivian waters, by far the common-
estis the spinner dolphin. These delighiful lile creatures, grow-
ing lile more than 1.5 melres long, are super-abundant here.
There must be fens, maybe hundreds, of thousands of spinners
living in and around the afolls of the Maldives. They feed at night
on small fishes ouf in fhe ocean, bur many like fo rest inside the
afolls by day. That means that they have a regular commute,
swimming in through the afoll channels in the morning, and our
again in the affernoon or early evening. Such punciuality, com-
bined with their abundance, makes spinner dolphins very easy
fo locate. As a resul, many resorts now offer excursions ou fo
see spinners. The best fime is probably the Iate affernoon, when
fhe spinners are fully awake and regularly perform the unique,
high spinning leaps that give them their name.
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Photo : Previous Page (Spinner Dolphin, by Dr.Charles Anderson), Be-
low (Blue Whale, by Dr.Charles Anderson, Opposite Page (Indo-Pacific
bottlenose dolphins, by Mohamed Shafraz Naeem, Following Page (Pilot
Whale, by Dr.Charles Anderson)
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marine productivity
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Working as a professional marine biologist
in the Maldives for many years has allowed
me fo fravel all over the couniry. I has also
given me a unique opportunitly fo observe
the couniry's previously litfle studied whales
and dolphins. So far I, and colleagues, have
recorded 23 species, a full quarter of the
world’s tofal. Apart from the species already
menfioned, there are numerous pilor whales,
killer whales (yes, they really do occur here,
not justin polar regions), five species of
beaked whale (elusive, deep-diving animals
much sought-affer by keen whale-wafchers),
and no less than eight species of dolphins.

While such diversity is excifing, even more
astonishing is the fact that all of these spe-
cies can be seen within just a few miles of
fhe islands. The Maldivian atolls rise steeply
from the ocean floor, and therefore deep
oceanic water lies just beyond the reef
edge. In addition fo this, the Maldivian afoll
chain lies across the flow of the monsoon
currents, causing upwellings fhat promote
marine productivily. So perhaps iris nof sur-
prising fhat the Maldives acfs as somefhing
of a magnel for whales and dolphins.
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WHALEANDDOLPHINPARADISE

The couniry is also a safe haven. I lies at the very heart of the
Infernational Whaling Commission’s Indian Ocean Sanctuary. So no
whaling is allowed anywhere in this Ocean. Within Maldivian waters
fhemselves, the cafching or killing of any dolphin or whale is prohib-
ired by law. Perhaps more importantly, local fishermen do nof harm
them anyway. They specialize in fishing for oceanic funas, which they
cafch with the same dolphin-safe pole-and-line fechnigue that has
been pracficed here for over a thousand years. Drift nefs and purse
seines are banned in order fo profect funa resources for fradifional
fishers.

Right up unfil the 1970@s, funa fishing was the main source of employ-
ment and income generation. Now, of course, fourism has faken over
as the major economic aclivily. And almost inevifably fourist develop-
ment has concenirafed on beach, snorkelling and diving holidays.
With affenfion focused on islands and reefs, the whales and dolphins
have been ignored - until now.
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AT DHONAKULHI MALDIVES
SPA RESORT & MARINA

Wlw [ivate /s

Island Hideaway, Spa Resort & Marina at Dhonakulhi, Maldives
Tel: +960 650 1515 | Fax: +960 650 1616 Email: sales@island-hideaway.com
Web: www.island-hideaway.com
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a number of distincly
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Honeymooners and divers. That's what most people think of when WL N2 L HRARRER 7 TR A, KER A A
they think ‘who goes fo the Maldives?” Given the age reslrictions on Z B NBEREKE TS . A FRRIRE] ;. 27
diving and the fact that children fend to come some lime affer a WH BN A S Sebr b, R RARTFX A R 15 1]
honeymoon, children would seem to be a big group on the archi- BEMY, LR ORI — KR . R 2 1 A B
pelagic paradise. However, increasingly people are realising how ZERF], DR R B SR M. 54E TR
ideal the Maldives are for family holidays. Nearly 10% of visitors to A AR 2 BT 1006 [ LB EFRHES, 524 ThRAG
fhe Maldives were children lasf year. When [ firsf sef up, the ‘Mal- > e s J N T .
KGR, R SE AR AREE R BT D/RAR

dives Complele" website, | had initially thought fo call i ‘Maldives for

Families’. We had brought our two children fo the Maldives for " o 4K, RONZUHZRXEER. FSGEY, 5

years and if proved fo be our favourite family desfination by far. SRR IR NS N b = B H H .
SAFE HEAVEN i AR TS
One of the biggest concemns of a parent fravelling with children is AT T HRATRAR D H et T 2o 2 . T /R AR 2o H A

safely. And a reassuring sense of security is one of the freasured
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qualities for a parent in the Maldives. RZ—, R LA SR B A R

Private island — Because the resorts are such small islands one FAN UG — A SRS 2 — sy (/NG SR
classic fear that dissipates is fhat of fhem geffing losf. You never BEHOZ TR AFRTID MY B EAT AT, E5/R
would get the feeling that they were lost in the wildermess or KRN L, RMEZ PRI ORm &3, AR K. Fra i
snafched in a bustling area. In the Maldives, they might run off, bur JEBAHER A% AT, AI7ElN B BN RS,
they can only go so far. And all of the resorts are contained fo FirLL, RIS AC B LR, ATt HEERE /NS b, FRiE
guests only with access on and off the island fightly monifored. So LRIt RIE. U/ S L, ARIAZ
if they run our of sight, they have fo be on the island and B s, W7 L REIT £ o

mathematically thhey can't be far away. In fact, in some islands, no
one is ever more fhan shoufing disfance away.

Tranquil seasides — | grew up by the seaside, and even the most
pleasant beach had rip fides, undertows, crashing waves. OFf
course, the circumpresenf water is always a potenfial danger, bur of
all fun-in-the-sun beach destinations the Maldives waters are abour

Photo : Left (Kanubura) , Top (Island Hideaway at Dhonakulhi),
Following Page (Hilton Irufushi Resort & Spa)
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IDEALFAMILYVACATION

as safe as you get. Their unique archipelago
fopology means than most islands are
surrounded by shallow calm lagoons, offen
profected several mefres offshore by a coral
reef. This means that there is often very lifle
current and swimming in the ocean is like
swimming in a paddling pool (or your own
personal aguarium when you consider all of
the colourful fish around — always a delight for
the children).

In addifion fo the ever present need for vigilance
whenever around bodies of water, fhe other
safely consideration fo consider is

remofeness. While the a number of the large
islands do have modern medical faciliies

and most resorfs have resident doctors, many
resorfs are quite remofe and so urgent or acure
care will be frickier fhan in a big mefropolis.
Something fo consider for very young babies or
children with special medical needs.

TROPICAL ADVENTURE

Aside from classic sun-fun in fhe water and
sand, the Maldives offer a number of distinctly
fascinafing activiies for children. One of the
all fime fops has fo be snorkelling.

While lovely dive sites are found all over the
globe, the Maldives is arguably the best place
in the world for snorkelling owing fo ifs

unique geography. The Maldive lagoons have
vast expanses of water fhaf can remain a cou-
ple of feer deep, so being a sfrong swimmer is
nof a necessity (assuming of course, that all
younger and weak swimmers are supervised
by strong swimmers). The water is most offen
sfill with currents and waves broken by the sur-
rounding reef. Small croppings of coral and or
even just a sfructure like a groyne (erosion
barrier) will affract all sorfs of variefies of
colourful fropical fish. Wafching them
underwater feels like swimming in an aquarium.

While diving is more of an adulr acfivily (PADI
cerfificafion fends fo sfart af around 13 years),
snorkelling can be enjoyed by children as
young as 6 in my experience. The child needs
fo feel comforfable breathing through a fube,
moving in water, having your face/head
covered, and be prepared for a bif of
discomfort if salt water gefs in the eyes.

Even if the children are not quite ready for
snorkelling, the resorts offer a range of ofher fun
ways fo explore the undersea delights. The
mosf obvious is the glass boffomed boar.
These come in all shapes and sizes from sim-
ple canoes fo big motor bodafs.
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Nearly 10% of visitors
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"L - children last year.
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IDEALFAMILYVACATION

Now fhere is even submarine fours offers by Whale Submarine our
of Male as well as the Conrad Rangalli Maldives resort which has ifs
very own.

Despite fhe charms of the beach for children, one recommendation |
always make fo families of all ages is fo select a resort with a pool
(Resort Finder allows you fo filfer for Pools). Affer a while, the

sal and sand gelr aggravating for children and the cleaner more
confined pool makes for a crucially refreshing change of pace.

I[I's nof jusf warter fun. Many of the fop resorts now offer *Kid's
Clubs’. These are special supervised aclivily areas where kids can
go withouf their parenfs that range from infant all the way up the Four

Seasons Landaa Giraavaru's ‘Majaa Maizaan' cenire for leenagers.

Special colouring books, freasure hunis or even just a quiel lie down
of their own are all of offer.

NN

et Y

Photo : Top (Four Seasons Resort Maldives at Landaa Giraavaru),
Middle (Diva Maldives)
Right (Four Seasons Resort Maldives at Kuda Huraa)
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SPECIAL TREATS

Kids Spa — Conrad Rangali Maldives: Pampering for liffle ones with
frearments like *Super Sundae Supreme body scrub and Princess Me
facial,

Marine Discovery Cenfre — Four Seasons Landaa Giraavaru and Four
Seasons Kuda Huraa — See colourful, hands on exhibifs about marine
life with ‘Nemo Fish" and Turfle nurseries.

Storyfelling — Naladhu:  Maldivian oral liferary fradition brought fo
life in the island’s coconut grove with fales of local folklore.
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MEGAMALDIVESAIRLINES
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Tourist Submarine Maldives Private Limited.
H.Sakeena Manzil, 4th Flir
Male’, Maldives
T: +960 333 3939
+960 333 3838
sales@whalesubmarine.com.mv
. www.whalesubmarine.com.mv
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ACHATWITHCABINCREWS

By : Maizan Axlym

The highs and lows of a'cabin crew’s life:
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Eq Anoki Tan
| From Hong Kong

Aishafh Arshee

From : Maldives

T.What gol you inferested fo join
Mego Maldives as a cabin crew?

| never fhought of becoming an airline cabin crew. |
worked in Hong Kong Disneyland for somefime

actually, later | got into dancing. | love to dance. | was a
professional ballel and Jazz dancer and feacher before |
poarded fo work in a cruise ship. | guess | am @
people’s person. Knowing Maldives is a greaf desfina-
fion, I jumped o the opportunity of working here with
Mega Maldives as a cabin crew.

Growing up | always admired cabin crews for what fhey
stand for as sfrong working women. | was especially
inspired by a cabin crew aboard a domestic airline that
| frequently fook. IF was a no-brainer for me fo join when |
gol the chance to be a cabin crew for Mega Maldives.
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ACHATWITHCABINCREWS

Q. 2. Cabin crews are often
perceived as an easy and A
glamorous job. Was If like
anyrhing you expected?

Absolutely not. Maybe | had an idea of how if's going fo

be like since | worked in a cruise ship before, but if's very
different. I won't say if's glamorous, | guess we do have

our perks.

[I's not easy as | imagined. | can fell you that being a
cabin crew is not glamorous as you think. If's more than
putting on makeup and looking prefty. We're like your
fravel companions who assure that you have a safe and
a comforfable journey.

3.What do you like the most about
being a cabin crew?

I love meeling and interacting with people. Most
importantly, being able fo help them safely reach their
desfination. Of course, | get fo fravel and experience
different countries.

| love gelling the chance fo meet inferesling people
from all walks of life. II's great fo be able fo help so
many people and experience different culfures.
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4.5peaking of inferesting people,
what was fthe most unexpected
'hing fthat happened fo you on the
job?

Things usually goes very smoothly withour any hifch, but
i's entirely a different story if the flight was delayed. De
lays somefimes bring our the worsf in some passengers.
There was an incident when the flight got delayed for a
few hours. An overly frusfrated passenger cursed me in
the most colorful language I heard. He lost his cool and
hif me as | was frying fo calm him down. These things
happen very rarely. I managed fo mainfain my compo
sure and resolve the matter calmly.

There are some passengers who would do things their
way despite that rules are made for the safety of every-
one onboard. There was a passenger who didn't wanf
fo puf the hand luggage info the overhead compartment.
As I reached downfo get the luggage, the passenger
slapped on my hand. IFwas really funny and unexpect-
ed.  managed fo convince the ‘slapper’ to finally out the
luggage info the compartment.

thymeGcA %




ACHATWITHCABINCREWS

5.There's always that lifle baby
onboard that won't sfop crying and
screaming What do you do fo calm
down a squirming and squealing
lifle bundle of joy?

We fry fo help the mother fo calm down the baby. Ask her
what's causing the discompfrt and accommodate her with
whar they need. This usually helps.

We do whatever we can fo comforf the baby and mom.
Depending on the age of the child, we give foys or fake
strolls inside the airplane to disfract and occupy their fime.

6.You gel to fravel fo a lof of
amazing places. What is your
favorite destination that Mega
Maldives flies o

Shanghai, it always feels like coming home when we sfop
fhere. II's more than my birthplace. | love being able fo
visit my grandma in shanghai and parents in Hong Kong,
which is another amazing city.

II's gof fo be Hong Kong. Shopping is amazing, | gef my
refail therapy there. Hong Kong is a great city fo go explore
even on your own, | fhink it’s fhe best way fo fruly experi-
ence the culiure. | might be going there for my next holiday.

7.People tend fto misunderstand
fhe profession of the cabin crews,
What gualifies do you think an
aspiring cabin crew should have?

II's frue that some passengers have a terrible misconception
of our job. I think we're more like guardians who ensure a
safe and a pleasant journey. We're more than waiters, we
are responsible for the safety of the passengers from fakeoff
fo landing safely on the airport.

| believe a cabin crew must be able fo make quick
decisions, be cool, calm and collected in any given
situafion. Patience can go a long way when you're dealing
with fired and impatient passengers.

This is a profession thaf requires you to be diligent and
responsible for the safety of the passengers. | love my job
and I always push myself to be belter. | was inspired and
honored when | won the Best Personalily Award this year. |
fhink the personality of a cabin crew should come naturally
and must have the ability fo smile in the face of different
situations. Most importanily, o cabin crew musf be an
excellent feam player.
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HARUBEE

ohamed Shafraoz Hafiz

E

YOUNG FAC E‘SOLD ICES
EAPEETL, ¥ REARE

This article was first published on Maldiv:




flymeGcA %

“A flourish, a sharp tap, and a song is

n

r—

A group of young men flood the stage and fake their positions.
There are around twenty of them. A majority of them carry with them
fraditional Dhivehi goarskin drums. A flourish, a sharp fap, and @
song is breathed into life. II's sleepy af first but gains momentum
like a rolling boulder. The song grows louder, faster, and the crowd
sways because they can't help if.

The beat works itself info their blood. Old voices on young faces

sing the bodu beru songs and by the fime the crescendo arrives,
frenzy inducing, the crowd is ensnared complelely. A few of them
leap info fhe space in fronf of e sfage o express their exuliafion

through dance. By the fime their hearfs slow down ii's fime for fhe
next song. This is a fypical night for Harubee, Maldives's premier
podu beru band.

Bodu beru, literally meaning ‘big drum’, is one of the oldest surviv
ing aspects of Dhivehi culiure. Ifis a form of song based on a beat
hammered our on a goatskin drum of fradifional design. The fempo
almost invariably starts slow and builds up info a crescendo, which
is sustained for a while before reaching an abrupt end.

Though they've eamed the right fo If, Harubee shuns their sfafus

as a super-band, insfead choosing to celebrate their roots and the
fans that make fhem who they are. This warmth franslafes info the
performance as well as the energy that comes from fheir passion.
Nof a single member of Harubee performs full-ime. They all work
full-fime elsewhere and come fogether as a band only for the pas-
sion of bodu beru. Harubee's philosophy is that performing full-ime
will make the music feel like a job.

Shihan (Puchu), one of the four main members of Harubee along-
side Mamdhooh (Manday), Naushad (Naube), and Shamhan
(Joray), explains that the four of them first came fogether as a band
afthe end of the 90's quite circumsfantially, when one of them beat a
dabiya (a fin pitcher), and the ofhers joined in with song. They soon
found themselves performing free at parties purely for fhe love of
bodu beru.

The group officially came o be known as Harubee for their perfor-
mance af the 2006 Dubai Shopping Fesfival. Since then, Harubee
has gone onfo perform af fourism expos, various major evenrs ar
resorfs, and have appeared on Nafional Geographic Channel and
the BBC in addifion to performing alongside major local artisfs af live
events. Harubee's first mainstream success came when they won
the MNBC Bodu Beru Challenge 2010. Since then Harubee has
been performing without respite. This is no small accomplishment,
considering that all members work full fime, and the line up always
depends on who can get fime off work for a performance.

Harubee cannol be falked about withour mentioning the cultural
relevance of the group. The art of bodu beru is one of the mosf
representafive facefs of Dhivehi culfure. Many of the songs circulat-
ing around the bodu beru scene are so old that fheir origins are lost
enfirely. Harubee represents a revitalising, and more importantly,

a rebranding of everything bodu beru sfands for. As a bodu beru
group of young people who charge their performances with a new
energy fhat somehow falls runs parallel fo the fimelessness of the fra-
dition, Harubee brings a progressiveness fo fhe art that has nof only
been absent but hadn't even been conceived of before. Bodu beru
is cool again precisely because if's not the way you remember if.
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TRADITIONALMALDIVIANTEATIME

| could swear | didn't see a palm free on arrival af Male'. Unbeliev-
able? Yes! This is the capital of Maldives; a concrefe jungle with
bright painted buildings and the nonsfop bustling sounds of the
motorcycles and cars which never fade.

There's one thing Maldivians particularly love fo do during their
‘haveeru gadi’ (sunsef fime). They refer fo this fime as ‘sai gadi’
(fea fime). During this fime you will nofice families, young working
adults and even elderly people flocking fogether af the sai hota's
(coffee/rea shops) for their daily dose of ‘ehcheh kalheh',

‘Ehcheh kalhei' is a special phrase imprinted in every Maldiv-
ian's roufine. In Dhivehi, ‘Ehcheh” means something and ‘kalhel’
is a slang word used fo describe a cup of fea. Ever since the late
1960's the phrase "hin'ga kalhei jahaalan?" is used as an invitation
fo have some shorfears and a cup of fea. The most famous café's
back then was Queen of the Night, Dawn Café and Masmaaruk-
eylu Hofaa (fishermen’s café’).

| decided to experience this Maldivian tradifion by going to a sai
hota. As | entered | could see almost all the tables were full of
locals chatfing abouf their daily work, polifics, and weather. These

Tradltlonal Maldivian Tea T|me
mg Aishath Laheehs

places are mostly self serviced; you can pick any shorteats you
want and then order for a drink. | picked some ‘handoo gulha’,
‘misru boakiba’, ‘roaspaan’ ‘kavaabu’ and ‘masroshi’. For drinks,
you could choose from half black fea or coffee with condensed
milk or powder milk, or you can go with a full cup of fea. | would
recommend a cup of hof tea with or withour milk.

| Handoo Gulha
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Roaspaan

To my surprise it didn't even cost me 2USD. Since if was so cheap
| asked some people around, and they fold back in the 70's and
80's they only had o spend 2 MRF which is equivalent fo 12 cenfs!
They told me thaf the shorfeats back then were bigger and they
were salisfied with just one. No wonder they dubbed it ‘ehcheh
kalher'.

Irwas fime for me fo sfart fasting and judging all the shortears. First
[ fried the ‘roaspaan’. This is the Maldivian version of French foast;
you could actually faste the generous amount of condensed milk
and a hint of vanilla essence in if. Next | fried the *handoo gulha'.
This is nol for people with a weak sef of feeth. Eafing it was quiet
inferesfing as if was hard, round and crunchy. The outer layer was
made of rice flour dough and the filing was a mix of coconu, fish,
onions and chili. The masroshi and kavaabu had the same filling,
buf kavaabu also had pofato and was fried in the shape of a small
egg. The masroshi was baked, flar and round with soff flour dough
on the oufside.

Then | fired the mosf famous one. A shortear which has been
served in the hofa's since before 1960's. If was called fhe Misru
boakiba, franslated in English as Egypfian cake. I'm not sure
where the food originafed from but | would advice evergyone who
visits Male' fo fry if. The first bife made my mouth water; a hint of
cardamom, with the faste of sweel milky cake, garnished with
caramelized onions. | was so full affer eafing that the hof fea was
quier easing fo my sfomach.

flymeGcA %

IFwas almosf dusk so | decided fo go fo the easf side. I is said
fhat the laidback youngsters are ar fthe east side of the island; you
will see the surfer dudes, the families and youth hanging around
in cafés and at the surfing point near the ‘gaadiyas’ (vendor stalls)
enjoying the fresh breeze from the seaq, flying kites and having the
famous ‘bilehgan’du’, the Maldivian version of Indian ‘Paan’. Iris a
custom of Maldivians o chew a piece of bilehgan'du as a mouth
freshener.

I'ordered one from the sfall | was near and carefully observed how
he made it. First on the befel leaf he spread some lime paste, and
fhen sprinkled finy pieces of cardamom and areca nuts with roasi-
ed coconuf pieces and finely ground vegelable and frui powder.
To my surprise if fasted very leafy, and then came the minty faste
from the vegefable and fruir powder, and then a woody fasfe from
fhe areca nuts. I was difficult fo chew all of it af first buf once you
slowly mix It inside your mouth i becomes easy.

The sun was selfing and | saf there watching the waves breaking.
From a disfance you could see the airporf runway and flighfs land-
ing fhere. This reminded me thaf | was lafe for my fransfer. | rushed
fhe same way | came and in 7 minutes | reached the jefty where |
arrived. I was fime for me o leave Male'. Though | spent only fwo
hours here, Male' is a place | will remember.

Kavaabu

Misru Boakibaa
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decorated Iacquered Wopdwork show the artlstry
and resourcefulness offMaldivians™

Hukuru Miskiy or the Friday Mosque of Male" is a significant herit-
age site. The building is one of the remaining festimonies fo the
craftsmanship and amazing skill of Maldivians. The extensive coral
carvings and richly decorated lacquered woodwork show the artisiry
and resourcefulness of Maldivians.

The first mosque in the Maldives was said fo have been buil on this
site in 548 AH (1153 AD) by Sultan Mohammed Ibn Abdulloh shortly
affer he embraced Islam. It was renovated by Sullan Shihabudeen
in 738 AH (1338 AD). Unfortunately no detailed sfructural record of
eifher building has been found.

However, the first mosque was finally demolished alfogether by
Sulfan Ibrahim Iskandar 1in 1066 AH (1656 AD) in order fo build the
breathtaking Friday Mosqgue we see foday. The white cylindrical
minarel was builf much later in 1085 AH (1675 AD) affer the sulfan’s
refurn from Hajj pilgrimage. If resembles minarefs in Mecca of the
fime.

The mosque is believed fo be the first school where the holy Quran
was faught. The sulfan allocated funds for teachers fo educate and
Imams fo call for prayers. Iskandar School in Male” is named affer
fhis grear sulfan.

The closest mausoleum fo the minaret is Sultan lbrahim Iskandar |1,
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who died on the momning of Friday 15 Rabi-ul-Akhir 1098 AH (1687
AD) affer having reigned for 39 years, 6 months and 10 days. His
death is very controversial. He is believed to have been assassinal-
ed by his most beaufiful concubine Mariyam Kanbafaanu, so fthat
their son and heir fo the throne, Kuda Mohammed, could become
sulfan. Kuda means small or young in the Dhivehi language.

Al the fime, the young prince was a mere boy of 6 years of age.
And sure enough, Kuda Mohammed became the boy-sulfan of
Maldives in 1098 AH (1687 AD). The Sultan’s mother, Mariyam
Kanbafaanu, grew in influence and evenfually gained absolute
power over the monarch. She was known fo have many lovers and
encouraged her subjecfs fo openly engage in sexual acfivities.
Many scholars and righteous people left Male' fo find refuge from
fhe chaos. Her reign was short lived.

In 1102 AH (1691 AD) Malabar pirafe vessels from India atfacked
the northern afolls of Maldives. A fleet was sent from Male” under
the command of the Ministers and the baitle was won. The self-
proclaimed Queen Mariyam and the young Sulfan Kuda Moham-
med sailed off fo meef the viclorious fleel refumning fo Male”. They
rendezvoused af Bodu Bandos Island (now Bandos Island Resort)
and spenf the night in grear rejoicing.

F(ATC16874F) 4H1sHI LA, SETRIAE 2l AMTHHIE
RS IE T H AT - IEIESFI A 1A, LAELL ALY

LTS - R IERI

=z m
JEtho

CPEIR” AEMAEPY IR R/ N R

N, R ETFIRIARE 1 6S B ZIL. FF, FEik - BERE
MARTENL, BN SRR “BETHI o MR BRI -
WEHESSHIT AR, AR TBMEEREX . HE
TR, MUBHZHEAN, BB RATFAFOETES.
2 FMIE LT F B THREAIER R, 18 S 4T F e
fro NI, fbR EHIE LS SE A

PHr==pI1024F (ATC16914F) , K H EVE I S 47 /R Bl
T RRIACTT B o KR ELATAN D YR A BAI b o B T
JER . I, BECN 2 R IE LTI - B R
tHAE, SEEUET A A RBA o AT T7E S R W 2 BE 2 B I AR 2R
(BUERIEEZ BN ), BEBIERURBUER] o

WCH, FSENER 5% LAN A R OR A R AR5 BT T AL
1o LS HER AR T RERRZUK . AMTHEIZ G JOR B SR A 2
FLILEE TR

73



HUKURUMISKIY

The next day, the Royal Odi (vessel) which was
carrying Mariyam, the young sulfan and ofher
royalies fired a salute. I is believed the sparks
caused a fire and sel ablaze the Royal Odi.

Mariyam’s body was not found. Kuda Moham-
med survived the accident badly burmnt, but
succumbed fo the injuries and died on 1102
AH (1691 AD), aged 10 years, 11 months and
6 days. His mausoleum stands in the viciniry of
the Friday Mosque alongside other royals. All
tfhe mausoleums and headstones are unique
with infricately carved coral stones. The poinfed
headsfones mark the graves of men and the
smoother curved sfones are for women.

Non-Muslims are advised fo dress accordingly
when entering the premises. A decent garment
like slacks or a sarong that covers the knees

is appropriate. Women should cover their hair
with a scarf or a shawl. A special permission
from the Minisfry of Islamic Affairs is required fo
enter the mosque itself. Likewise, permission

is needed fo fake pictures of the inferior of the
mosque. Iris permissible fo look around the
vicinily. Hukuru Miskiy is a must-see place thar
is rich in arfisfry and history. Truly a piece of
magnificent Maldivian herifage.
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www.MaldivesComplete.com

® Most complete database of ALL resorts
® Select resorts on criteria like house eef quality and suitability for children
@ Simple profiles with useful information and no fluff

® ‘Best of the Maldives’ selections with over 200 categories

Zoomable chart of entire country
® Chinese language version

Photography by Sakis
A unigue journey to the Maldives. The first Independent & Dreamy Guide to the Maldives with photos,
HD videos, Resorts Reviews, and Blogs... '

wwwDreamingOfMaldives.com
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By : Aminath Abdullah

CONSERVING A DYING ART

Promoting authentic Maldivian handicrafts through the Maldives Authentic Crafts and Cooperative Society
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Since the infroduction of commercial fourism some 40 years ago,
the Maldives has acquired a reputation as one of the world's classi-
esf desfinafion. Today, our hofels are amongst the world's fines,

fhe quality of our service and hospitalily peerless, our beaches and
underwater gardens incomparably prisfine. Yet sadly, most of the
souvenirs and mementoes our visitors fake back home with them
are cheap mass-produced artifacts that bear no real reference o
the rich cullure and herifage of the Maldives.
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CONSERVINGADYINGART

With the steady growth of tourism in the couniry, there has been

an exponential growth in demand for Maldivian handicraffs and
souvenirs. However, because of resource limifations and the lack
of access to markets and the necessary legal measures fo profect
local arfisans, the handicrafts indusiry has, over the years, been
subject fo increased commercialization. I is standard practice for
fhe big handicraffs businesses in the counfry fo mass-produce
their goods elsewhere in South East Asia and (rather dishonestiy)
fag them with “Made in Maldives” label. This affects local arfisans
who are unable fo compete in a markef flooded with cheap imifa-
fions. The nef result is both @ loss of income for our craffsmakers as
well as the slow death of some the most valued aspects of our her-
ffage. Itis no exaggeration that fradifional arts such as kunaviyun
(mar weaving) and feyliviyun (the weaving of a fraditional textile)
may soon die our from Maldivian sociefy because young people
are reluctant fo learn these cralfs because making such venfures
commercially profifable is difficul.

The Maldives Authentic Crafts Cooperative Sociely (MACCS) was
formed with the vision of reviving the proud craftsmanship thar char-
acferized fradiional Maldivian handicrafts production.Formed by
an enfrepreneurial group of Maldivian women in 2011, MACCS is
organized as a colleclive and seeks to provide local artisans (maost
of whom are women) with access to markets for their products.
The group is supported by the Minisiry of Economic Development
of the Government of Maldives in order fo develop the handicraffts
businesses in vulnerable regions of the couniry.

While cultural revival ranks high on the agenda, MACCS is equally
inferested in poverty alleviation in the outer islands of the Maldives
through this venture. MACCS aims fo handle ifs own refail opera-
fions so that participating arfisans would have an opportunity fo

sell fheir wares withour relying on the heavy commissions thar fhe
proverbial middlemen always demand. Similarly, MACCS also as-
sists local handicraffs makers in markeling their wares to the bigger
resort operators. Af present, MACCS acts as a buying and selling

1))
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Photo 1 : Work in progress, a traditional mat ‘thundu kunaa’
being woven from naturally dyed reed and loom - Tradition-
ally used for sleeping, seating or praying, ‘thundu kunaa’
were often presented as royal gifts by the sultans of Maldives.

Photo 2 : Kasabu (woven embroidery) of the traditional
women’s attire ‘libaas’

Photo 3 : Hand-woven embroidery, a dying tradition

Photo 4 : Lacquer work known as ‘laa jebun’ - known to
have originated from China, B.C, lacquer is a coating made
Sfrom juices of fruits and is used to polish and maintain wood
items and their quality for long periods of time. Lacquer has
been used for interior decorations in the olden days and to
demonstrate the artistry of Maldivian craftsmen.

Photo 5 : Founding members of MACCS in the Presence of the
First Lady MadamLaila Ali at their booth during 17th SAARC
Summit in November 2011, Addu
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point where both producers and buyers are able fo meel and
negofiate fair prices. For instance, reed culfivation in Gaafub-
haalu afoll, necessary for the fradifional Kunaa (mat), runs the
risk of slowly dying our because poor markef accessibility have
resulted in low refurns and as such an inadequate livelihood for
the women involved in the cullivation. In similar fashion, MACCS
would be hosfing fraining and apprenticeship programmes so
fhar i would provide local women with an income eaming skill sef.
Irwould also enable a newer generation of Maldivians o keep
alive our proud fradiional herifage. The idea is fo infroduce such
craffs making fo schoolchildren so that they have a more hands
on undersfanding of the Maldives’ cultural hisfory.

While the fask af hand is hardly an easy one, the feam at
MACCS can already claim a few accolades . Chief among fthis
is the overwhelming support and positive response fhat MACCS
received during fhe Hubasoana Fesfival organized in Addu City
in October 2011. The team had an outler at Gan Airport during the
17th SAARC Summit held in November 2011in the city where the
group exhibited the work of some 21 dozen handicraffs makers
from across the Maldives. I is fesfament fo both the quality of the
product as well markef pofential thaf the MACCS retail oufler gor
completely sold our during the 7 day festival. Similarly, MACCS
and ifs line of products were received with popular acclaim af the
SurajKundMela held in February 2012 in Faridbad, India

The Maldives is a nafion with a proud and rich cultural hisfory,
from the fradifional boatbuilders of yore who consfructed massive
seafaring vessels without the aid of blueprints fo the lacquer work-
ers of Thulhadhoo island in Baa Aloll to the Feyli texiile weavers

fo the Kuna weavers there is much thar is worth profecting and
conserving in this nafion. MACCS is a modest effort af ensuring
fhat some of fhe mosf beloved aspects ofour cherished herifage
are conserved for both the many visfors that grace our shores

as well as the generations of unborn Maldivian who will one day
acquire this proud fradifion of arfisanship.
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WHAT ISLAND IS THAT?
“E-ee kon rashen?”

REGUTRIT 42 WHERE ARE YOU FROM?
*Kon rasheh?”

9 ELUN

MY NAME [S
"Aharenge namakee”
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WHAT TIME IS IT7?
*Gadin kihaa ireh?”
IIE AT AR e
HERE
“Mithaa” N
X H
HELLO (formal)
"Assalacamu Alaikum”

HOwW ARE YOU ?
*Haalu kinineh?”

RELHE

WHAT'S YOUR NAME?
“Kon nameh kiyanee?”

PRI 2845

HELLO (informal)

?
“Kihinenh?" WA

“*Koacheh?”
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ABOUT THE MALDIVES LIKE WE DO. ..
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TRAVEL LIFESTYLE EXPERIENCE
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INTERESTINGLOCATIONS
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National Bank of the Maldives,
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OUR

SERVICES

» Ground Handling
» Airport Assistance
» Hotel Booking & wholesaling
D Tailor made Programs
» Inbound & Outbound travel
D Incentive travel
» Port handling
D Aviation Services
d Luxury holidays
.your one- stop solution
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